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EYFS Wider Curriculum Links 
‘Create’ Art & Design  

Nursery Reception National Curriculum Key Stage 1 

Exploration/ Artistic Choices  

To learn how to safely explore and use 

different materials 

 

Children have free access to a variety of different 

materials and media to explore in the provision. 

Provide different media for exploring ‘joining’. 

Adults to support and guide in the safe way to 

use these materials whilst giving children time to 

explore and make mistakes.   

 

Children start to use what they have learnt about 

materials to make representations of their own 

choosing in purposeful ways. Adults support 

through questioning and guidance where 

appropriate 

 

Children make artistic choices about media to 

decide  how they would like to use to create a 

self-portrait. 

 

Painting 

To explore the range of marks that can be 

created whilst using paint 

 

Children exploring making different marks whilst 

using paint. They explore the different lines and 

shapes they can create with a thick paintbrush. 

 

Children explore what happens when primary 

colours are mixed and the changes that occur. 

 

Printing  

To create simple representations and prints 

using everyday/ natural objects. 

 

Children begin to understand that any media can 

be combined to make a representation. They 

experiment with creating simple self-portraits 

using different items. (i.e natural resources/ 

small parts) 

 

Children explore the concept of printing, using a 

range of items, children create simple prints and 

begin to understand some simple principles of 

printing. 

 

Children print patterns using a range of different 

media. 

 

Drawing  

To begin to develop a set of drawing skills 

to create representations of objects and 

people. 

 

To experiment and explore creating lines and 

shapes to record ideas. 

 

Begin to understand explore the use of tone 

using chalks and pastels.  

 

Begin to draw from observation, recording 

shapes and lines. Begin to position marks and 

features with some accuracy.   

Knowing about 

Learn about with of a range of artists, craft 

makers and designers 

 

Knowing how to 

To use a range of materials creatively to design 

and make products (building on from ELG 

‘safely use and explore a variety of 

materials’) 

To use drawing, painting and sculpture to 

develop and share their ideas, experiences and 

imagination 

To develop a wide range of Art & design 

techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, 

shape and form (building on from ELG ‘safely 

use and explore a variety of tools and 

techniques’) 

To describe the differences and similarities 

between different practices and disciplines, 

making links to their own work 
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Children begin to make single lines and circles 

when using a thick paintbrush and paint. 

 

Drawing 

 

To use lines, closed lines and shapes to 

represent items and objects  

 

In line with childrens developing fine motor 

control, children to experience creating different 

shapes such as big/small circles and lines when 

using a pen/pencil/chunky marker. 

 

Children begin to draw simple representations of 

different things/objects/people by using shapes 

based on their own interest and fascinations and 

to support their play. 

 

Children to draw shapes and lines with increasing 

accuracy to represent themselves, people and 

objects. 

 

 

Painting  

To begin to develop understanding of colour 

and develop a set of painting skills to create 

representations of objects and people. 

To begin to mix primary colours to reach a 

desired outcome.  

 

To explore using a range of brush sizes and 

different items that can be used to paint with to 

develop direction, pressure and accuracy whilst 

painting. 

 

Begin to paint from observation, painting shapes 

and lines. Begin to position marks and features 

with increasing  accuracy 
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Year Unit Compare Gather 
ideas 

Develop 
techniques 

Experiment Plan Create 

1 

Drawing 

and Painting 
All About Me 

 

Can I investigate 

portraits by a 

variety of artists? 

 

 

 

Can I look closely 

at photographs of 

myself and 

classmates? 

Can I experiment 

with a range of 

drawing media?  

 
Pastel and pencil 

Can I draw a self-

portrait from 

observation?  

 
Use of pencil 

Can I create a 

self-portrait using 

colour to show 

mood and 

emotion?  

 
Use of pastel 

Can I evaluate my 

artwork and the 

artwork of others? 

Sculpting 

Clay Shells 

Can I compare 

the work of artists? 

 
Louise Bourgeois 
Antony Gormley 

Can I gather 

ideas to inspire 

my artwork? 

Can I develop 

techniques to use 

in my artwork?  

 
Rolling clay 
Coiling clay 
Mark-making in clay 

Can I experiment 

with artistic 

techniques? 

 
Rolling clay 
Coiling clay 
Mark-making in clay 

Can I plan my 

final piece of 

artwork using what 

I have learned to 

inspire my choices? 

Can I create my 

final piece, using 

my plan to guide 

me? 

 
A shell using clay, 
making choices around 
shell shape and pattern 

 Can I evaluate my artwork and the artwork of others? 
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Year Unit Compare Gather 
ideas 

Develop 
techniques 

Experiment Plan Create 

2 
 
 
 

Painting and 
Printing 
Indian and 

Islamic Art  

 

 

Can I compare 

the artwork of 

artists?  
 
Rahul Swami 
Sita Devi 
Julia Ibbini 

Can I gather 

ideas to inspire 

my artwork? 

Can I develop 

techniques to 

improve my 

artwork? 

Can I experiment 

with artistic 

techniques to 

improve my 

artwork? 

Can I plan my final 

piece of artwork 

using what I have 

learned to inspire 

my choices?    

Can I create my 

final piece, using 

my plan to guide 

me?  

 
An Asian art print using 
cardboard and string. 

Painting  
Vincent Van 

Gogh: People 

of the Past  

 

Can I compare 

the artwork of 

artists?  
 
Vincent Van Gogh 
Leonid Afremov 

Can I gather 

ideas to inspire 

my artwork? 

Can I develop 

techniques to 

improve my 

artwork? 

Can I experiment 

with artistic 

techniques to 

improve my 

artwork? 

Can I plan my final 

piece of artwork 

using what I have 

learned to inspire 

my choices?    

Can I create my 

final piece, using 

my plan to guide 

me?  

 
A sky painting, using 
colour mixing and tints. 

Drawing 
Figurative 

Can I compare 

the work of artists? 

 
LS Lowry 
Henri Matisse  

Can I gather 

ideas to inspire 

my artwork using 

online images and 

the local area? 

 

 

Can I develop 

techniques to use 

in my artwork to 

improve my 

artwork?  

 

 

Can I experiment 

with artistic 

techniques to 

improve my 

artwork? 

 

 

Can I plan my final 

piece of artwork 

using what I have 

learned to inspire 

my choices? 

Can I create my 

final piece, using 

my plan to guide 

me? 

 
Figurative person or 
scene of people. 

 Can I evaluate my artwork and the artwork of others? 
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Year Unit Compare Gather ideas Develop 
techniques 

Experiment Plan Create 

3 

Drawing 

Buildings 

Can I compare the 

work of artists? 

 
LS Lowry 
Unknown Artist’s 
Cityscape 
Architect 

Can I gather 

ideas to inspire my 

artwork using 

online images and 

the local area? 

 
Local environment trip 

Can I develop 

techniques to use 

in my artwork to 

improve my 

artwork?  

 
hatching, cross-
hatching, stippling, 
blending, shading, 
erasing 

Can I experiment 

with artistic 

techniques to 

improve my 

artwork? 

 
hatching, cross-
hatching, stippling, 
blending, shading, 
erasing 

Can I plan my final 

piece of artwork 

using what I have 

learned to inspire 

my choices? 

Can I create my 

final piece, using 

my plan to guide 

me? 

 
Building or buildings in 
pencil, using different 
shading techniques. 

Sculpting 

Clay 

Masks 

Can I compare the 

work of artists? 

Can I gather 

ideas to inspire my 

artwork? 

Can I develop 

techniques to 

improve my 

artwork? 

Can I experiment 

with artistic 

techniques to 

improve my 

artwork? 

Can I plan my final 

piece of artwork 

using what I have 

learned to inspire 

my choices? 

Can I create my 

final piece, using 

my plan to guide 

me? 

Can I evaluate my artwork and the artwork of others? 
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Year Unit Compare Gather 
ideas 

Develop 
techniques 

Experiment Plan Create 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

4 

Drawing  
Rainforests 

 

Can I compare the work 

of artists? 

 

 

Can I gather 

ideas to inspire 

my artwork? 

 

 

Can I develop 

techniques to 

use in my 

artwork?  

 

 

Can I 

experiment with 

artistic 

techniques? 

 

 

Can I plan my 

final piece of 

artwork using 

what I have 

learned to inspire 

my choices? 

Can I create my 

final piece, using 

my plan to guide 

me? 

 

Printing  
Wallpaper   

 

Can I compare the work 

of artists? 

 

Can I gather 

ideas to inspire 

my artwork? 

 

 

Can I develop 

techniques to 

use in my 

artwork?  

 

 

Can I 

experiment with 

artistic 

techniques? 

  

Can I plan my 

final piece of 

artwork using 

what I have 

learned to inspire 

my choices? 

Can I create my 

final piece, using 

my plan to guide 

me? 

 

Painting 

Landscapes 

Can I compare the work 

of artists? 

 
Claude Monet 
Rosa Bonheur 

Can I gather 

ideas to inspire 

my artwork? 

 
Heaton Park Trip 

Can I develop 

techniques to 

use in my 

artwork?  

 
Brush strokes (dotting 
using cotton buds, flat 
wash, hatching, cross 
hatching, dabs) 

 

Can I 

experiment with 

artistic 

techniques? 

 
Use different paint 
brush strokes (dotted, 
scratching or (dotting 
using cotton buds, flat 
wash, hatching, cross 
hatching, dabs)to 
create 
realistic/impressionist 
art.     

Can I plan my 

final piece of 

artwork using 

what I have 

learned to inspire 

my choices? 

Can I create my 

final piece, using 

my plan to guide 

me? 

 
A landscape painting, 
focusing on plant life, 
trees, setting and 
scenery in an 
impressionist or 
realist style. Must use 
watercolours. 

Can I evaluate my artwork and the artwork of others? 
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Year Unit Compare Gather ideas Develop 
techniques 

Experiment Plan Create 

5 

Painting  
Frida Kahlo: 

North and 

South 

America 

  

Can I compare the 

work of artists? 

 
Grayson Perry 
Ingrid Bathe 

Can I gather 

ideas to inspire my 

artwork? 

Can I develop 

techniques to use 

in my artwork?  

 
Coiling, cutting, scoring 
and pinching clay 
Slab technique 
Slip technique 

Can I experiment 

with artistic 

techniques? 

 
Coiling, cutting, scoring 
and pinching clay 
Slab technique 
Slip technique 

Can I plan my final 

piece of artwork 

using what I have 

learned to inspire 

my choices? 

Can I create my 

final piece, using 

my plan to guide 

me? 

 
A jar made from clay, 
choosing shape, lid and 
handle. 

Sculpture 

Jars 

Can I compare the 

work of artists? 

 

Can I gather 

ideas to inspire my 

artwork? 

Can I develop 

techniques to use 

in my artwork?  

 

 

Can I experiment 

with artistic 

techniques? 

 

 

Can I plan my final 

piece of artwork 

using what I have 

learned to inspire 

my choices? 

Can I create my 

final piece, using 

my plan to guide 

me? 

 

 

  Can I evaluate my artwork and the artwork of others? 
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Year Unit Compare Gather ideas Develop 
techniques 

Experiment Plan Create 

6 

Printing 

Mono 
Print 

Can I compare the 

work of artists? 

 
Kevorak Mourad 
Colin Self 
Rebecca Vincent 

Can I gather 

ideas to inspire my 

artwork using 

online images and 

the local area? 

 
Trip to Northern Quarter 

Can I develop 

techniques to use 

in my artwork to 

improve my 

artwork?  

 
Tertiary colours 

Can I experiment 

with artistic 

techniques to 

improve my 

artwork? 

 
 

Can I plan my final 

piece of artwork 

using what I have 

learned to inspire 

my choices? 

Can I create my 

final piece, using 

my plan to guide 

me? 

 
Mono Print 

Drawing 
and 

Painting  
Street Art 

Can I compare the 

work of artists? 

 
Banksy 
Unknown street artists 

Can I gather 

ideas to inspire my 

artwork using 

online images and 

the local area? 

 
Trip to Northern Quarter 

Can I develop 

techniques to use 

in my artwork to 

improve my 

artwork?  

 
Making stencils 
Using stencils 

Can I experiment 

with artistic 

techniques to 

improve my 

artwork? 

 
Making stencils 
Using stencils 

Can I plan my final 

piece of artwork 

using what I have 

learned to inspire 

my choices? 

Can I create my 

final piece, using 

my plan to guide 

me? 

 
Street Art stencil using 
paint, felt tip or pencil 
and including a person, 
animal and/or message 

Can I evaluate my artwork and the artwork of others? 

  


